
New Life News    First Christian 

Church of Burbank
November 2008

¥ Board Meeting and 
Planning Committee - 

Saturday, November 1st at 
10AM 

¥ BTAC Lunches - Saturday,   

November 1st at 9 AM 

¥ Election Day - Tuesday, 

November 4th

¥ Social Committee 

Meeting-
Monday, Nov. 10th, 7:30PM, 
Church Office

¥ Worship On Wednesday - 
Weekly, Wednesdays, at 

7:30PM 

¥ Women’s Retreat at 
Lochleven with C.O.V.

¥ New Members Class - 
Sunday, Nov. 16th at 

12:30PM, location TBD

¥ Elders Meeting - Tuesday, 
Nov. 18th at 7:30 PM

November Highlights

In Our Thoughts and 
Prayers

Gigi Boratgis

Brian Choi and Family

The Cripe and Erpenbach 
Families

The Gunn Family

The Mudidis

Give Thanks

Holy - Days 

Its that time of year - the hustle and bustle of the holiday season:  
decorations, food, travel, consumer index r eports, crowded parking 
lots, gifts, cards, etc...  

We should remember that the word holiday, comes from the root 
holy day.  The holy days were days set aside to remember God and 
to participate with the community in a spiritual celebration.  IÕm not 
usually one to cry out against the ÒsecularÓ culture, but at times what  
we call holidays seem anything but holy .   Often they get filled with 
anxiety, long to-do lists, and end in exhaustion.  How can we corr ect 
this?

In some regards, the earliest Christians were anti-holiday.  The 
apostle Paul notes that those who ar e considered strong in the faith 
- see that all days are sacred, not just special occasions.  But, Paul 
doesnÕt advocate harsh judgement or a ÒhumbugÓ attitude.  Rather, 
he allows each person to celebrate how they see fit- with a few 
guidelines.  He wrote: 

Rom. 14:5 Some judge one day to be better than another , while 
others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their 
own minds. 
Rom. 14:6 Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the 
Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lor d, since they give 
thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lor d 
and give thanks to God. 

According to Paul, what redeems any day is an honoring of God and 
a thankful heart.  This is what makes any day holy.  

So, make the holiday season, holy in your life.  Slow down, give 
thanks, pray.  Give God the honor with each activity .   

Steve



...............................Nov. 2! Jim Young

............................Nov. 9" Diane Cripe

............................Nov. 16" Sam Engel

...........................Nov. 23" Dave Engel

...........................Nov. 30" Gene Cripe

SERVING DEACONS
..........Nov. 2" 9:30am- Reatha Hirsch

............................" 11am- Dave Engel

............Nov. 9" 9:30am- Wendy Gunn

....................." 11 am- Scott Br owning

............Nov. 16" 9:30am- Carol Kinzel

........................" 11am- Terry Lysonek

.............Nov. 23" 9:30am- Matt Payne

....................." 11am- Cortney Gornall

...........Nov. 30" 9:30am- Cinda Cates

........................" 11am- Terry Lysonek

SERVING ELDERS
.............................Nov. 2" Sam Engel

.....................Nov. 9" Donna Connolly

............................Nov. 16" Tad Frantz

............................Nov. 23" Jen Payne

..............Nov. 30" Warren McCrickard

Bible Study
Marcia Young will be hosting a Bible study at her home on 
Wednesday, November 19th at 2pm
(939 E. Palm Ave., Burbank)

Women’s Ministry
There will be no WomenÕs Ministry potluck dinner/
luncheon this month.  The next potluck will be 
Wednesday, December 3rd at 11:30 a.m. in the Upper 
Fellowship Hall.
Our December Hostesses are Marcia Young, Jennifer 
Payne, and Helen Cates. 

WOMEN’S SPIRITUAL GROWTH RETREAT 
The Women's  group at COV is attending the women's 
retreat at Loch Leven on the weekend of Nov. 
14th-16th.# The early fee is $155 and payments must 
be received by the first  of  the month.# It includes food, 
programs and rooms.

ABOUT THE RETREAT: !
Our theme: “Come and Hear…What God has done in 
your life”
Joining us as keynote speaker is Dr. Lisa Tunstall.  Dr. 
Tunstall co-pastors the Abundant Life Christian Chur ch 
with her husband, John and curr ently serves as the 
Minister of Music ther e.  Dr. Tunstall received both her 
Bachelor of Arts and Masters Degree in Speech 
Pathology at Marshall University in West Virginia and 
she is currently employed with the Los Angeles Unified 
School District as a Speech Pathologist.  In 1999, Dr. 
Tunstall received her Masters in Ministry and she 
received her Doctor of Ministry the following year .  Dr. 
Tunstall has been married for 31 years and has 2 
children, Jonli and Jonathan.  Dr. Tunstall is excited 
about this yearÕs Spiritual Growth Retreat and hopes 
that each woman leaves with a deeper#awareness 
of#God's Presence, and a refreshing discovery of 
spiritual purpose in each woman's life as we#explore 
our spiritual journey.

For more information, please email C.O.V. (Church of 
the Valley) at:  info@covtoday.org
or call:  818-786-4070

C.O.V. is located at 
6565 Vesper Avenue, Van Nuys, CA 91411

Serving Schedules for November
SCRIPTURE READERS

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Groups, Meetings, and Important Dates to 
Remember...    

.......................Nov. 1" Jennifer Payne

.....................Nov. 3" Marjorie Jonkey

................Nov. 7" Stephen Dela Cruz

..............................Nov. 8" Tad Frantz

................................" Grant Mashoko

............................Nov. 9" Ano Mudidi

......................Nov. 10" Charline Long

...................Nov. 12" Ginny Kurtzman

............................Nov. 16" Ron Evans

...........................Nov. 18" Les Jonkey

.............................Nov. 19" Janet Teal

....................Nov. 22" Deedee Mueller

.......................Nov. 24" Kathryn Engel

......................Nov. 26" Robert Hower

..........................Nov. 28" Ryan Cates

.........................Nov. 30" Cinda Cates



 

Thanks to those who helped make 
the Tijuana Home-build possible!

We had another successful build and wer e 
able to complete two homes and paint 5 
others.  Church of the Valley, Immanuel 
Presbyterian, Church of the Servant King, 
and Westwood Hills Christian Church and 
McCartey Memorial all joined in the fun.  
Thanks for everyoneÕs support. 

Our next build: May 17, 2009

Steve

It!s B.T.A.C. Time!

Lately, Burbank Temporary Aid Center 
has needed extra lunches and volunteers, 
so First Christian has stepped it up a bit 
and added more lunch crew dates.  How 

can you help?  Sign up for the food 
supplies needed in the narthex, or email 
the church.  Have time to lend a hand?  
The BTAC Lunchbunch will be here on  
Saturday, October 4th at 9 a.m., and 

could always use help putting together 
the 150 sack lunches.  Thanks the the 

Paynes for heading up this monthÕs BTAC 
lunches!

ItÕs happening again Saturday, December 
6th, 9 a.m.

Get Involved at B.F.C.C.Burbank Community Thanksgiving Service
Sunday - Nov. 23,  7PM

First Christian Church of Burbank

First Christian Church of Burbank has the honor of 
hosting the Burbank Community Thanksgiving 
service.  Congregations throughout Burbank will 
gather in our sanctuary to celebrate the many 
blessings bestowed on us by our Creator.  A variety 
of music, scripture, prayer, and a sermon delivered 
by Rabbi Richard Flom.  

An offering will be taken and all the proceeds 
support the Burbank Temporary Aide Center.  

As the host congregation, we will need people to 
help greet, run sound, provide desserts and drinks 
for a reception.  Also, our choir and band will help 
provide some of the evenings music.  

Mark the day on your calendar and start your 
holidays on the right foot, with this wonderful 
community service. 

Holiday Craft Boutique

Little White Chapel Disciples Women would like to 
invite you to attend the 20th Annual Chapel 
Crafter!s Boutique on November 7th and 8th.

A homemade dinner will be served Friday, 
November 7th from 5:30-7:30 p.m. and costs $8 
and children under 8 can eat for half price.  
Lunches will be served Friday and Saturday from 
11:30-1:30 p.m. for $6.

Feel free to contact Cecilie Reily, the Boutique 
Coordinator, with any questions at 818-842-8320.

Little White Chapel is located at 1711 North Avon 
Street in Burbank, 91505, phone number 
818-848-8611.



W h a t Õs  N e w ?

Homemade Afghan Project
To thank our wounded soldiers

To date, HAP has given over 1300 
afghans to our soldiers. Thanks to 
the many who have already 
contributed so much to this pr oject!  #

Information about HAP and cr eating 
rectangles is in the narthex. Anyone 
interested in contributing r ectangles, 
yarn and/or postage may contact 
Paulette at (323) 
356-4672. She's 
also willing to 
teach you to knit 
or crochet. It's a 
wonderful thing to  
do while you'r e 
watching your 
favorite TV show 
or a movie. 

****Paulette will be mailing out 
another box the week of November  
3. Please turn in any finished 
rectangles you have completed by 
Sunday , November 2nd.

Shop Early, 
Shop Wisely: "Come to Our Holiday Giving 
Festival 

I have come to the place in my life where 
shopping for "stuff" to give people I love at 
Christmas time is an ordeal. "Most everybody 
has whatever they want and need. "It's harder 
and harder to figure out what Item will "say" what 
I want to "say" and give my dear ones some 
delight in the receiving. "This is even a greater 
problem for anyone wanting to give me a gift, 
because I don't want them. "I mean I REALLY 
don't want them. "I can't use them, hate to throw 
them in the landfill and am having a harder and 
harder time re-gifting. "They become burdens not 
blessings. "If any of you relate to any of this, 
there is a great solution, and here it is. "On Dec 
6th in the Upper Fellowship Hall, we will be 
having a Holiday Giving Festival. "You could take 
care of all your gift shopping needs, by 
"purchasing" donations to a variety of good 
causes in honor of everyone on your list. " We'll 
have food and music and lots of good choices for 
causes both local and global with information 

New Members Class!
There will be a new members class on the third 

Sunday of every month, starting this month. 

Please R.S.V.P. to the church office if you are 

interested in attending.  The new member class 

includes lunch.  Time and location to be 

determined.

You may R.S.V.P. by calling (818) 845-7459 or 

emailing burbankchristian@att.net  

In Remembrance

A past member, very active in her 
time, has passed away.  Mrs. Helen 
Houk was an active member during 
the 60s, 70s and into the 80s, when 
health issues required that she move 
closer to family up north.  She 
passed quietly in her sleep, in her 
93rd year, following a full and varied 
life of sharing with others.  Son, Don 
Houk, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren are surviving relatives.  
Cards may be sent to Don Houk, 
28011 Nares Drive, Castaic, CA, 
91384.



Calendar of Events
DidnÕt see your 
special day listed?  
Please notify Michelle 
at burbankchristian 
@att.net or call the 
church office at (818) 
845-7459
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First Christian Church of Burbank
(Disciples of Christ)

Pastor: Steve Borgard

Regional Ministers: Don  Dewey, 

Susan Gonzales Dewey

General Minister: Sharon Watkins

221 S. Sixth St.
Burbank  CA  91501

(818) 845-7459
email: burbankchristian@att.net

**Articles for the November newsletter, 
must be submitted by email or 

typewritten to Michelle no later than 
Monday, October 27th.  

email:  www.burbankchristian@att.net
Visit www.burbankchristian.org to 

read the newsletter online!

Non-Partisan (really!) Free (really!) Voter Information 
Service 

Disgusted with the issueless rhetoric and misleading attacks 
that passed for campaigning at every election cycle, seven 
years ago I jumped at the chance to be part of a solution. #I 
spent two 40 hour work weeks volunteering in the r esearch 
center at Project Vote Smart with idealistic young college kids 
and still-idealistic older r etirees, presuming to rescue 
democracy from the vice grip of media campaign ads. #The 
Project's mission is to cr eate an electronic library of the 
available factual information about everyone running for 
elective state and national of fice, accessed at www .vote-
smart.org. #My husband Paul, at the opposite end of the 
political spectrum fr om me, has enthusiastically come with me  
every year since. # #Lest you think us sacrificial saints, let me 
tell you the research center is located #on a remote ranch in 
the foothills of the Montana Rockies with fishing, hiking, 
horseback riding #and tennis courts, plus log cabin lodge, 
dining hall and sleeping quarters with all the 
amenities. #(Tempted to join us this year anyone?) #All 
information is checked 4 times for accuracy and scr eened for 
partisan bias. #Funds all come from donations and some 
foundation grants. #No monies are accepted from special 
interests. #Check them out for yourself on the internet. #Don't 
use a computer? #Call toll-free and a volunteer will look up the 
information you are after for you ((1-888-VOTE-SMART)

-Tad Frantz


